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COMING EVENTS AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

The monthly Iuncheon
meeting will be held on Thursday,
August 17, 2017, at noon at the
Kate Lobrano House. Guest speak-
er for the program will be Andre
Arceneaux, whose topic will be the
Arceneaux Auto Repair Shop and
Service Station. Reservations are
required and may be made by
calling 467-4090. Respectfully we
must request that you please call
by noon on Wednesday, August
16, to make your reservation in or-
der to help us plan seating which is
limited to forty-eight people and to
apprise us of the number of lunches
to order. Lunch is $12.00, payable
at the door, and it is catered by Al-
most Home Catering, Michelle
Nichols, chef.

ANNUAL CEMETERY TOUR

Even though October is still
a few months away, it’s not too ear-
ly to begin thinking about and plan-
ning the Cemetery Tour. The 23nd
Annual Cemetery Tour will be held
on Halloween night, Tuesday, Octo-
ber 31, 2017, at Cedar Rest Ceme-
tery on Second Street in Bay Saint
Louis. Needed are volunteers to
prepare the cemetery for the tour, to
portray citizens buried there, and to
act as guides. To volunteer, please
call 228-467-4090. All actors and
guides must be members of the His-
torical Society.

This locomotive, owned by the Poitevent and Favre Lumber Company, was probably
used on one of the short line railroads in the lumber industry in Hancock County.

Railroad Empire
(1870-1900)

By
James Keating, M.D.

The railroad industry in
the 1870’s in the United States
was chaotic because of overbuild-
ing, price wars, and multiple com-
pany defaults. The first railroad in
Hancock County was built by the
New Orleans, Mobile, and Chatta-
nooga Railroad Company for sev-
en million dollars in 1872. How-
ever, small railroads were ab-
sorbed by large railroads, and in
the mid-1870’s the large Louis-
ville and Nashville Railroad (L &
N) absorbed the smaller New Or-
leans, Mobile, and Chattanooga
line. As a result, rail service was
provided for passengers and

freight connecting the Ohio River
Valley to the Gulf Coast and New
Orleans.

The Mobile to New Orleans
route was proposed by the surveyor
Lavis Troost. In spite of the hazards
of storms and insatiable wood-eating
worms, Troost designed a line to run
through the Gulf Coast “Watering
Holes,” or “Six Sisters,” of Biloxi,
Mississippi City, Pass Christian, Bay
St. Louis, and East and West Pas-
cagoula. Chief Engineer Henry Van
Vlesk built four iron pivot bridges
over the Pascagaoula River, Bay of
Biloxi, Bay of St. Louis, and the
Rigolets Pass. It seems as if his 140
mile construction project literally
“walked on water” since about one
half of its course traversed water,
swamp, or wetlands.

The L & N Railroad was
economically strong throughout its
lifetime which earned it the nick-
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MISSION STATEMENT

“TO PRESERVE THE GENERAL
AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
OF HANCOCK COUNTY AND TO
PRESERVE THE KATE LOBRANO
HOUSE AND COLLECTIONS
THEREIN; TO RESEARCH AND IN-
TERPRET LIFE IN HANCOCK
COUNTY; AND TO ENCOURAGE
AN APPRECIATION OF AND IN-
TEREST IN HISTORICAL PRESER-
VATION.”

name of “Old Reliable.” The com-
pany survived under this name for
132 years. A critical factor in its
success was its ability to transport
agricultural products and manufac-
tured goods from major US cities to
the global marketplace through the
port of New Orleans. This extend-
ed Gulf Coast route provided seri-
ous competition to the northeast
railroad lines such as Cornelius
Vanderbilt’s New York Central
railroad that carried freight from
Chicago through the Midwest to
New York City.

In Bay St. Louis (BSL) six
trains a day would stop for coal and
water, discharging and picking up
passengers and freight. Railroads
brought business, culture, religion,
and entertainment to Hancock
County.  Eventually there were
stops in Bay St. Louis, two in
Waveland (Waveland and Nichol-
son Avenues), Clermont Harbor,
Claiborne, Lakeshore, and Ainsley.
The town of Waveland was literally
built by the railroad as a resort for
New Orleans residents who wanted
a summer home or a weekend re-
treat. The original BSL depot built
in 1876 was a handsome two story
building that in the early years had

a full-fledged restaurant that ac-
commodated passengers during the
twenty minute stop. This depot
building burned down in 1928 and
was replaced with the current mis-
sion style building. As many as
fifty horse drawn hacks or cabs
would meet each passenger train to
transport bags and baggage. People
from town would promenade about
the depot at night, especially on
Sundays, in addition to the travelers
coming and going. Captain J. V.
Toulme owned and operated the
nearby Crescent Hotel which could
accommodate one hundred guests.
The depot section was the busiest
commercial place in town.

A second railroad was con-
structed in Hancock County during
1881-1885*.  [*At this time Pearl
County (1872-1878) had been abol-
ished and Pearl River County (1890-
present) had not been formed from
Hancock County and Marion County.]
The New Orleans and Northeastern
Railroad (later known as the South-
ern Railroad) chose a route that ran
southwest to northeast from New
Orleans through Slidell, Nicholson,
Picayune, Poplarville, and Lumber-
ton which then connected to Merid-
ian, Atlanta, Washington, and New

This is a photo of the original train depot in Bay St. Louis.
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York City. This rail line opened up
the vast piney forests of Hancock
County for exploitation/logging.
As a result numerous saw mills
sprang up along the tracks, stimulat-
ing the naval stores industry in our
county. In fact, a small distillery
was erected along the rails about
every five miles. Migration of capi-
tal and labor from Georgia and
South Carolina occurred at this
time. The labor force arrived with
trainloads of highly skilled Negro
turpentine workers enticed here by
the burgeoning jobs related to the
lumber industry. The towns along
these two railroad lines continued to
grow and prosper as the nineteenth
century came to a close (Please see
the population chart below.). As a
consequence the Pearl River lost its
importance as the only highway to
the interior. Gainesville began a
steady decline in population. Be-
tween 1900 and 1908 the Weston
Lumber Company ran a short line
train from Logtown to Caesar
which carried both passengers and
freight.

In conclusion, railroads
transformed transportation in Han-
cock County as well as the rest of
America in the 19th century. More-
over, railroads were also important
in our economic history because
they represented the first really big
business in the United States and
the first modern day corporation.
Before the advent of railroads, a

corporation was a creature of the
state charted to accomplish a spe-
cific mission such as building a
canal. On the other hand the L &
N Railroad, like the New York
Central Railroad, became a modern
day corporate behemoth. These
new corporations could amass cap-
italization of over ten million dol-
lars which would be equivalent to
billions of dollars in today’s cur-
rency. The L & N was able to coa-
lesce several smaller railroad lines
into a vast network that covered
the thousands of miles of track
from the Ohio River Valley to the
port of New Orleans. Even the
largest commercial banks or facto-
ries in this era rarely boasted of
capitalization of over more than

POPULATION OF HANCOCK COUNTY

This photo shows the current Bay St. Louis depot.

one million dollars. Business enter-
prises or property transformed from
ownership by individual proprietors
to an improved or a more modern
corporate model owned by many
shareholders.  In this emerging
global marketplace corporations
would be king in the new American
Railroad Empire.
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OTHER DEPOTS IN HANCOCK COUTNTY
There were others, but these are just the ones of which the
HCHS has photos.

This depot on Nichol-
son Ave. at Central
{l| Ave. in Waveland was
built initially for in-
coming and outgoing
freight for the Ulman
Mills just a few hun-
dred yards to the north
(left) of the tracks.
However, it was also
used for passenger
~H|service as suggested by

the two gentlemen in

the photo.

The date of the settlement of Ansley is not clearly defined, but it
was located ten miles west of Bay St. Louis. It was established
as a flag stop on the L & N Railroad and named for a Mr. Ansley
who was once roadmaster on the L&N. The station was near a

The main depot in Waveland was located on St. Joseph St.
and Central Ave. Does anyone remember if it sat north or
south of the tracks? Please let the Society know.

road which led to the Claiborne Plantation on Mulatto Bayou.

NEW MEMBERS

Adrienne Nelson Heuer
Pensacola, FL

Alice Jacksonwright
Hattiesburg, MS

Brian and Jacki Schneider
Lacomb, LA

Joseph A. Tomasovsky,
Bay St. Louis, MS

Are you looking for
a Christmas or a birthday
gift? You’re in luck. The
Hancock County Historical
Society will be raffling off a
Men’s GX Genesis bicycle.
The drawing will be held at
the Christmas Tea in Decem-
ber. Tickets can be pur-
chased for $1.00 each or six
for $5.00 at our monthly
luncheons or weekdays at the

Lobrano House.
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FORD REALTY

Jormrarcial

Estate Sales

MARTHA FORD, Broker, GRI SFR
S MARTYFORD@BELLSOUTH.NET

i y ’ CELL 601 S Est. 1949

JOHN "CORKY" HADDEN

Financial Advisor

RAYMOND JAMES® ZACH BUTTERWORTH

HESSE & BUTTERWORTH, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

T 228.466,9888 837A Highway 90

T 888.465.9968 Bay Saint Louls, MS 39520
F 228.466.9978 :'.orky.hadden'@raymond';mnesvi_om P. O Box 3567 PH. (228) 255-7500

http://www.RaymondJames.com Bay Saint Louis, MS Fax (228) 255-9009
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. ~o-ne romaan Licensed in LA & MS

BSL 3aria-Jones

Making Things Right

;’% ﬂf % ” David W. Baria
f(ZCB fﬂ?‘t Attorney

153 Main Street, Bay St. Louis, MS 39520
T: (228) 270-0001 | F: (601) 948-0306
Robert and Samantha M¢ Raney dbaria@barialaw.com

and Family BariaLaw.com
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Steve B Treutel
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Senior Financial Advisor

Mississippi Gulf Coast
is (228) 385-6307
I: .‘.||

T,
1)
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidar-
ies of Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612

e’ MISSISSIPPI

Todd N. Thriffiley

Attorney at Law —————

Phone: (228) 822-9191

READ! ESCAPE! ENJOY'!
SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Court Appointed Special Advocates
CASA of Hancock County

Volunteers

Needed
am for the child™

. Advocating for the
abused and neglected

children in Hancock County ..
a

BOOKS BY
$20.00 PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE HANCOCK

COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
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SUE ASHMAN 418 Highway 90
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS Waveland, MS 39576
BROKER

m

B

Office: (228) 467-5454 Cell: (228) 216-7864
Fax: (228) 466-4561 Email: sueashman@aol.com
www.Ashman-Moliere.com

A PLACE APART

Bay St Louis:
412 Hwy 90
228-466-4498

SOUTHGROUP

INSURANCE SERVICEY

GULF COAST

» We offer Personal, Business, Life
and Health Insurance

www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 228-466-4793

Baq Co&ages

Vmw

305 Main

228-463-2124

Bay St. Louis
Ist 300 Yrs.
$15.00

Early Hancock
County
$30.00

Eyes of an
Eagle
$50.00

OPEN SUNDAYS

BOOKS FOR SALE AT
LOBRANO HOUSE
Forever Saints Requiem for
Fan Club the Lily
$9.95 $20.00
Livestock Scrapbook of Treasured
Brands & Memories
Marks $20.00
$70.00
West Side Stories
A Mississippi $28.00
First Family
$14.00

+ We help our clients save

Diamondhead: money and get more value

5400 Indian Hill '
228-467-2272 + We are Trusted Choice

and have been awarded the
Best Practices Designation.

For more information, please

visit owr website

www.southgroupgulfcoast.com
central fax: 888-415-8922

WAVELANED

The Hospitality City
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